Syllabus Comparative Politics Version: Fall 2024

POL 268 — A301: Comparative Politics
Lehman College, City University of New York

**Always consult the version of the syllabus on Blackboard
for the most up to date version**

Fall 2024
Tuesdays & Thursdays 9:00am — 10:15pm
Location: Carman Hall 347

Professor: Juan Corredor-Garcia (jeorredorgarcia@gradcenter.cuny.edu)
Office Hours: Fridays 9:00 — 11:00 via Zoom. Please make an appointment via email 24h before.

COURSE DESCRIPTION

This course provides students with an introduction to the Comparative Politics subfield (CP) within the
discipline of Political Science. Comparative Politics refers to the study of politics within different countries
around the world. The focus is on the process of state-building, the emergence and development of major
types of political regimes and institutions in relation to key cultural, economic, and historical forces.

Much of the research in CP begins with empirically grounded questions or puzzles. For example: What are
the origins of contemporary states? Why some states have more capacity than others? Why are non-state
actors capable of challenging state power? When do countries become democratic and when do they become
authoritarian nations? What does explain the widespread democratic backsliding in several countries around
the world? Under what conditions democratic regime transitions occur? What are the political origins of
violence and conflict? When do people organize and mobilize collectively to make demands to the state? This
course addresses these and related questions. It prepares students to think comparatively by introducing the
wide range of topics, methodologies and research strategies that scholars of CP commonly use.

This writing-intensive course takes a broad as well as detailed approach: the course addresses major themes
and concepts in comparative politics as well as specific country case studies. The course has no formal
prerequisites and should be valuable to anyone with an interest in comparative politics. Much of the material
covered in the course — both readings and lectures — draws from and grounds classic and emerging research
in political science, but we also use broader social science research to understand political issues across the
globe. This course has been selected by the China at CUNY Initiative (CACI), which promotes the integration
of the study of China into course curriculums at CUNY. It features a one-week course subsection that provides

an in-depth examination of China as a comparative case study.

The course is divided into five modules that focus on essential themes in Comparative Politics:

1. The State. Origins, Nature, and Capacity
2. Political Regimes

3. Comparative Cases

4. Political Violence and Political Conflict
5. Social Mobilization and Collective Action
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Learning Objectives
Students who successfully complete this course will:

1. Become conversant in the terminology and arguments explaining the impact of various processes and
structures on politics within states, both generally and in application to cases.

2. Acquire a broad knowledge of the theories, concepts and empirical strategies used to analyze political
processes and structures in different countries of the world.

3. Develop a theoretically informed and empirically grounded understanding of the state, its institutions,
and the regime types.

4. Know how to compare different state structures and conditions and explain how these impact a state's
politics.

5. Explain why some countries are democratic while others turn into non-democratic regimes.
Develop and strengthen critical thinking and writing skills by using empirical evidence in written
assignments, essays, and oral class participation.

Course Readings

This is an open access course. As such, there are no books to purchase for this class. Unless otherwise noted
in the syllabus, all readings are electronically available on the Blackboard website. The course readings
consist primarily of journal articles and book chapters, although other formats might be included, such as
blogs, op-eds, podcasts, and documentaries. All students are required to obtain access to Blackboard and
check it  regularly  for  announcements. You can login to  Blackboard  through
https://ssologin.cuny.edu/cuny.html

Note that I also include a list of “Additional Readings” — these are not required for the course. The readings
vary in length, methodology, and empirical focus. For some class sessions you will read a single article, while
for others you might read two articles or several book chapters. In all cases, it is important to read carefully
but strategically — meaning that you read to identify the key conceptual, theoretical and empirical points
without getting bogged down in details that may not be relevant to your learning objectives. For some quick
advice and useful strategies on how to accomplish this, see here and here.

Grades

¢ In-Class Individual Writing Assignment (15 points)

You have one short in-class individual writing assignment due on September 12. This is a closed-book exam
to be completed on blue books. The questions will cover material from lectures and readings from Class 1
to Class 4. More detailed instructions will be provided separately before the assignment.

+* Online Individual Writing Assignment (10 points)

You have one short online individual writing assignment due between October 10 and October 13. This
is an open-book assignment to be completed and submitted on Blackboard. The questions will cover material
from lectures and readings from Class 6 to Class 11. More detailed instructions will be provided separately
before the assignment.

% In-Class Small-Group Assignment (15 points)

You have one in-class small-group assignment due on November 5. Groups must be formed by three (3)
students. The questions will cover material from lectures and readings from Class 12 to Class 16. You will
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have up to 75 minutes to complete the assignment. More detailed instructions will be provided separately
before the assignment.

% In-Class Final Essay (25 points)

The final essay will be administered in class on December 12 and will consist of three prompts. The student
must choose one of the prompts and elaborate a short essay (circa 750 words). More detailed instructions will
be provided closer the date of the final essay.

% Participation (25 points)
It is expected that you will engage in the course by regularly contributing to class activities as well as
raising/answering questions that reflect careful engagement with the readings and/or previous lectures.

% Attendance and Punctuality (10 points)

Attendance is required. I understand, however, that unexpected events can occasionally prevent you from
attending class. You can miss up to three classes without penalty and without need to provide
an excuse. Do note, however, that it is your responsibility to obtain notes for the classes that you miss.

% Extra-credit, optional assignments (15 points)

In case you want to improve your grade, you can submit two extra-credit, optional assignments on Blackboard
(each is worth 7.5%). The first optional assignment is due on November 1. The second optional assignment
is due on December 18. More details will be announced via Blackboard.

Make-up Assignments
There is an automatic 2.0-point deduction applied to any in-class or online make-up assignments that you
need to schedule because you missed the original assignment for any reason (e.g., travel, illness, etc.).

Grading Structure
You can earn a maximum of 100 points in the class. Course grades are based on consistent class participation,
attendance, individual and small-group writing assignments, and a final essay.

e A+:99-100
o A:93-98.99
e A-:90-92.99
e B+:87-89.99
e B:83-86.99
e B-:80-82.99
o C+:77-79.99
e (C:73-76.99
e (C-:70-72.99
D: 60 —69.99
F: below 60

Note: Since COVID pandemic era and later semesters, students could drop a course with a W grade almost
all the way until the end of the semester. The rules are changed as of Fall 2024, which sets a new deadline
to drop a course: November 7, 2024. I will make sure to give enough feedback by October 15 so you can
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make a thoughtful decision whether to stay in the course or drop the course according to your current

performance.

Late Policy

Assignments submitted after they are due will be counted as late. Two points will be deducted from the final
grade of an assignment that is submitted after the indicated deadline. An additional two points will be
deducted every hour that the assignment is late. Late assignments will not be eligible for points if submitted

more than one day (24 hours) after they are due.!

Academic Honesty

A university, by its nature, strives to foster and recognize originality of thought, which can be recognized
only when people produce work that is theirs alone, properly acknowledging information and ideas that are
obtained from the work of others. It is therefore important that students must maintain the highest standards
with regard to honesty, effort, and performance. As a public school, Lehman is committed to ensuring that
all members of the academic community strive not only for excellence in scholarship but also for integrity of
character. In the pursuit of knowledge and personal development, it is imperative that students present their
own ideas and insights for evaluation, critique, and eventual reformulation. As part of this process, each
student must acknowledge the intellectual contributions of others.

Plagiarism will by no means be tolerated. One way to avoid plagiarism is to provide proper references and
proper documentation of all materials used in your work. We will go over proper citation practices when we
discuss writing guidelines in class. Anyone caught cheating will be reported and disciplinary action will be
taken. If you are unclear about what constitutes plagiarism, please see CUNY’s Policy on Academic Integrity:
http://www.cuny.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/4/page-assets/about/administration/ offices/legal-
affairs/policies-resources/ Academic-Integrity-Policy.pdf

Office Hours and Email Correspondence

You are encouraged to see me during office hours. You can make an appointment to meet with me by sending
an email to jcorredorgarcia@gradcenter.cuny.edu. If you are unable to meet during office hours, email me
to discuss alternative dates/times. All emails should include the course number in the subject line of the
email. Email correspondence: I will make efforts to reply to emails sent M-F from 9 AM — 5 PM within 48
hours of receipt. If I can, I will respond more quickly, but please plan ahead with this 48-hour lead time in
mind, and do not expect an immediate reply late at night or over the weekend.

Communication

The most effective way to reach me outside of office hours is via email. When communicating via email,
please remember to be professional in your tone. It is your responsibility to ensure that you have a Lehman
or CUNY email in place and that you check it on a daily basis. I regularly send any updates to the syllabus or
other notifications via email using Blackboard.

Al Policy
During our class, we may use Al Writing tools such as ChatGPT. You will be informed by the professor as
to when, where, and how these tools are permitted to be used, along with guidance for attribution. Any use

' Any requests for short extensions due to extraordinary circumstances will be assessed on an individual basis and must be
communicated to me via email no later than 24 hours before the assignment is due. You may have a maximum of two extensions
available throughout the term.
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outside of this permission constitutes a violation of Lehman College’s Academic Honesty Policy. Please also
note that this policy applies only to my class, and it is your responsibility to check with each instructor if ever
you are unsure about what constitutes academic honesty in their class.

Virtual Classes and Recordings

On occasion we may need to hold class online due to pre-existing research trips that I committed to months
ago, if we have a guest lecturer outside New York City who cannot attend in-person to our classroom, or if
public health conditions require it as indicated by the University.

Class Structure

The course adopts an inclusive pedagogy format. In addition to class lectures, we will also engage regularly
in several individual and small-group discussions throughout the semester. An inclusive classroom invites and
allows students to fully participate in the learning experience. As a result, cooperative learning is not only
expected but deeply encouraged.

Lecture Slides

T use slides to focus the lectures, communicate some of the material, and prompt discussion. I normally upload
slides to Blackboard the next day or two of class. But note that the slides themselves contain only a small part
of the lecture material — hence the importance of attending class and doing readings for each class.

Important Resources:

¢ Disability Accommodation. The Office of Student Disability Services provides a wide range of
accommodations and services to students with documented disabilities including those with
temporary medical issues. Available services include, but are not limited to: advice, registration
assistance, assistive technology training, individual test administration, library assistance, equipment
loan, agency referral, faculty liaison, sign language interpreters, note-takers, scribes, readers and
proctors.
The Office has an Assistive Technology Lab in the Library and provides students with career
development programs and other workshops. The college welcomes students with disabilities and is
committed to providing an equitable learning environment by reducing barriers to physical,
technical, and programmatic access at Lehman. The Office of Student Disability Services is located
in Shuster Hall, Room 238 and we can be reached at 718-960-8441.

¢ Lehman’s Counseling Center is a comprehensive mental health center that is dedicated to
promoting the emotional and psychological health and wellness of Lehman students. The Counseling
Center is located in the Old Gym, Room 114, and also accepts virtual appointments. Students are
highly encouraged to seek assistance at the Center if they encounter any issue:

https://www.lehman.edu/counseling-center/index.php

¢ The Lehman Tutoring Center (LTC) is a free service for all Lehman students where writing
tutors typically work face-to-face and online with undergraduate and graduate students on writing,
reading, and research for any course. The LTC is open in the Old Gym, Room 205, via the virtual

tutoring center at: https://tinyurl.com/LTCvirtual and that appointment requests can be made
here: https://tinyurl.com/LTCAppointment
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COURSE CALENDAR
Module 1: The State: Origins. Nature, and Capacity

Class 1: What is Comparative Politics?
August 29, Thursday

® Kopstein, Jefrey, Marck Lichbach, and Stephen Hanson. What Is Comparative Politics? In Comparative
Politics. Interests, Identities, and Institutions in a Changing Global Order. 2014 1-9.

Additional readings (not required):

®  Sartori, Giovanni. Concept Misformation in Comparative Politics. American Political Science Review 64(4), 1970: 1033-1053.
®  Anderson, Benedict. Frameworks of Comparison. London Review of Books 38(2). 2016.

Class 2: State, State Building, and State Formation
September 3, Tuesday

® Jessop, Bob. The State and State-Building. In Rhodes, R.A.W ., Binder, Sarah, and Rockman Bert
(Eds.). The Oxford Handbook of Political Institutions. 2006: 111-130.

® Mazzuca, Sebastian. Latecomer State Formation. Political Geography and Capacity Failure in Latin America.
Yale University Press. 2021. Introduction.

Additional readings (not required):
e  Tilly, Charles. War Making as Organized Crime. In Peter Evans et al. (Eds.). Bringing the State Back In. Cambridge

University Press. 1985: 169-191.

®  O'Donnell, Guillermo. On the state, democratization and some conceptual problems: A Latin American view with glances
at some post-communist countries. World Development 21(8), 1993: 1355-1369.

Class 3: Challenging the State: Strategies to Evade and Confront the State
September 5, Thursday

® Scott, James. The Art of Not Being Governed: An Anarchist History of Upland Southeast Asia. Yale University
Press. 2009. Chapter 1.

Additional readings (not required):

e Mitchell, Timothy. The Limits of the State: Beyond Statist Approaches and Their Critics. American Political Science Review
85(1), 1991: 77-96.

Class 4: Nations and Society
September 10, Tuesday

® Anderson, Benedict. Imagined Communities. Reflections on the Origin and Spread of Nationalism. Verso.
2006. Introduction & Chapter 5.°

2 Each chapter is important, but as noted in the reading guides under “Course Readings,” not every word in these or any
academic text is essential to understanding the key concepts, theories or empirical points. Consult the reading guides (see
hyperlinks under “Course Readings” for practical strategies on reading academic work strategically and effectively.
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Additional reading (not required):

®  Posner, Daniel. The Political Salience of Cultural Difference: Why Chewas and Tumbukas Are Allies in Zambia and
Adversaries in Malawi. American Political Science Review 98(4), 2004: 529-545.

®  Mylonas, Harris, and Maya Tudor. Nationalism: What We Know and What We Still Need to Know. Annual Review of
Political Science 24, 2021: 109-132.

Class 5: In-Class Individual Writing Assignment (15 points)

September 12, Thursday

NOTE: This is a closed-book assignment to be completed in blue-books. This assignment consists of several short-
answer questions that you are expected to answer with 4-6 sentence responses, plus a bonus I will add for those who
want to get extra points and have time to do so. The questions will cover material from lectures and readings
from Class 1 to Class 4. Please bring two pens to write your answers. You will have up to 75 minutes to complete
the assignment.

Module 2: Political Regimes

Class 6: Political Regimes. Concepts and Classifications
September 17, Tuesday

Class Visit of the Office of Prestigious Awards (OPA): OPA advise students through all the stages of the application and
selection process for nationally competitive awards.

e Allison, Graham. The Lee Kuan Yew Conundrum. The Atlantic. March 30, 2015.

Additional readings (not required):

®  Anckar, Carsten and Cecilia Fredriksson. Classifying Political Regimes. European Political Science 18, 2018: 84-96.

Class 7: Democratic Regimes
September 19, Thursday

® Walter, Barbara. Democracy Needs a Loser. The New Yorker. August 24, 2024.
® Przeworski, Adam. Who Decides What Is Democratic? Journal of Democracy 35(3), 2024: 5-16.

Additional readings (not required):
®  Heller, Patrick. Democracy in the Global South. Annual Review of Sociology 48, 2022: 463—84

®  Philippe C. Schmitter, Philippe and Terry Lynn Karl. What Democracy is ... and is Not. Journal of Democracy 2(3), 1991:
75-88.

e Dahl, Robert. Polyarchy: Participation and Opposition. Yale University Press. 1971.

Class 8: In-Class Film Screening: The Wave
September 24, Tuesday
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Class 9: Nondemocratic regimes
September 26, Thursday

® O.Neil, Patrick., Karl Fields, and Don Share. Nondemocratic Regimes. In Cases and Concepts in
Comparative Politics. W.W. Norton & Company. 2021: 360-383.

Class 10: Hybrid Regimes and Subnational Political Regimes
October 1, Tuesday

® Meléndez-Sanchez, Manuel. Latin America Erupts: Millennial Authoritarianism in El Salvador. Journal
of Democracy 32(3), 2021: 19-32.

® Giraudy, Agustina, Eduardo Moncada, and Richard Snyder (Eds.). Inside Countries. Subnational Research
in Comparative Politics. Cambridge University Press. 2019: 3-9.

Additional readings (not required):

®  Bcehrend, Jacqueline, and Laurence Whitehead. 2016. The struggle for subnational democracy. Journal of Democracy 27(2),
2016: 155-169.

®  Lerner, Alexis M. The co-optation of dissent in hybrid states: Post-Soviet graffiti in Moscow. Comparative Political Studies
54(10), 2021: 1757-1785.

®  Diamond, Larry. Thinking about Hybrid Regimes. Journal of Democracy 13(2), 2002.

**NO CLASS ON OCTOBER 3 — UNIVERSITY HOLIDAY*3*

Class 11: Asynchronous Class. Transitions to Democracy and Democratic Backsliding
October 8, Tuesday

® Geddes, Barbara. What Causes Democratization? In Boix, Charles, and Susan Stokes (Eds.). The Oxford
Handbook of Comparative Politics: 317-339.

® [Podcast]: Davies, Dave. January 22, 2018. How Democracies Die' Authors Say Trump is a Symptom
of 'Deeper Problems’. NPR — Fresh Air Politics.

Additional readings (not required):

e  Haggard, Stephan, and Robert Kaufman. The Anatomy of Democratic Backsliding. Journal of Democracy 32(4), 2021: 27-41.
e P y g-J cy

® Riedl, Rachel Beatty, Paul Friesen, Jennifer McCoy, and Kenneth Roberts. Democratic Backsliding, Resilience, and
Resistance. World Politics 75(5), 2023: 1-28.

Class 12: Online Writing Assignment (10 Points)

October 10, Thursday — October 13, Sunday

NOTE: This is an open-book assignment. The assignment consists of several short-answer questions that you are
expected to answer with 5 sentence responses. The questions will cover material from lectures and readings
from Class 6 to Class 11. This assignment will be posted on Blackboard from October 10 at 9:00am to October 13
at 9:00pm (EST). Once started, you will have up to 75 minutes to complete the assignment. Open-book
exams are NOT easier than closed book exams — oftentimes they are harder. An open-book exam will require you
really understand material and be able to apply or analyze information and content rather than just remember it. This
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means you definitely need to study and get organized since you will not be able to just memorize information. You do
not want to waste valuable exam time looking for things or looking at materials for the first time. You will need to be
organized with the materials you are allowed to use.

Module 3: Comparative Cases of State Development

**NO CLASS ON OCTOBER 15 — CLASSES FOLLOW A MONDAY SCHEDULE **

Class 13: Early Developer (Western)
October 17, Thursday

® Rutland, Peter. Britain. In Kopstein, Jefrey, Marck Lichbach, and Stephen Hanson (Eds.). Comparative
Politics. Interests, Identities, and Institutions in a Changing Global Order. Cambridge University Press. 2014
39-77.

Class 14: Middle Developer (Non-Western)
October 22, Tuesday

® Schreurs, Miranda A. Japan. In Kopstein, Jefrey, Marck Lichbach, and Stephen Hanson (Eds.).
Comparative Politics. Interests, Identities, and Institutions in a Changing Global Order. Cambridge University
Press. 2014: 169-195.

Class 15: Late Developer: China. Special Guest Speaker TBA. China at CUNY Initiative
October 24, Thursday

° Readings TBA

Class 16: Late Developer: Comparing China with other cases
October 29, Tuesday

® Szckely-Doby, Andras. The Chinese Developmental State: Threats, Challenges, and Prospects. Issues &
Studies: A Social Science Quarterly on China, Taiwan, and East Asian Affairs 56(4), 2020: 1-27.

Class 17: Experimental Developers: Mexico and Iran
October 31, Thursday

¢ Gill, Anthony. Mexico. In Kopstein, Jefrey, Marck Lichbach, and Stephen Hanson (Eds.). Comparative
Politics. Interests, Identities, and Institutions in a Changing Global Order. Cambridge University Press. 2014
169-195.

® Nasr, Vali. Iran. In Kopstein, Jefrey, Marck Lichbach, and Stephen Hanson (Eds.). Comparative Politics.
Interests, Identities, and Institutions in a Changing Global Order. Cambridge University Press. 2014: 395-
432.

Class 18: In-Class Small-Group Assignment (15 points)

November 5, Tuesday
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NOTE: The assignment is presented by three (3) students. The questions will cover material from lectures and
readings from Class 13 to Class 17. You will have up to 75 minutes to complete the assignment.

Module 4: Political Violence and Political Conflict

Class 19: Revolutions. Theories and Causes
November 7, Thursday

® Skocpol, Theda. States and Social Revolutions. A Comparative Analysis of France, Russia, and China.
Cambridge University Press. 1979.

Class 20: State Repression
November 12, Tuesday

® Davenport, Christian. State Repression and Political Order. Annual Review of Political Science 10(1),
2007: 1-21.

Additional readings (not required):

®  Torres, Gabriela. State Violence. In Trevifio, Javier (Ed.). The Cambridge Handbook of Social Problems. Cambridge University
Press. 2018: 381-397.

Class 21: Civil War. Onset, Termination, and Causes
November 14, Thursday

e Kalyvas, Stathis. Civil Wars. In Boix, Charles, and Stokes, Susan (Eds.). The Oxford Handbook of
Comparative Politics. Oxford University Press. 2009: 416-434.

Additional readings (not required):
®  Sambanis, Nicholas. What Is Civil War? Conceptual and Empirical Complexities of an Operational Definition. Journal of
Conflict Resolution 48(6). 2004: 814-858.

®  Walter, Barbara F. The New New Civil Wars. Annual Review of Political Science 20(1), 2017: 469—86.
®  Collier, Paul, and Anke Hoeffler. Greed and grievance in civil war. Oxford Economic Papers 56(4), 2004: 563-595.

Class 22: Criminal Violence. A New Type of Contemporary Political Violence
November 19, Tuesday

® Barnes, Nicholas. Criminal Politics: An Integrated Approach to the Study of Organized Crime, Politics,
and Violence. Perspectives on Politics 15(4), 2017: 967-987.

Additional readings (not required):

®  Lessing, Benjamin. Conceptualizing Criminal Governance. Perspectives on Politics, 2020: 1-20.
. Zepeda, Ratl. Conceptualising criminal wars in Latin America. Third World Quarterly 44(4): 2023: 776-794.
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Module 5: Social Mobilization and Collective Action

Class 23: Social Movements
November 21, Thursday

® Anderson, Lisa. Demystifying the Arab Spring. Parsing the Differences Between Tunisia, Egypt, and
Lib¥a. Foreing Affairs 90(3), 2011: 1-7.

Class 24: Contentious Politics
November 26, Tuesday

® Tarrow, Sidney. Contentious Politics. In Della Porta, Donatella, and Mario Diani (Eds.). The Oxford
Handbook of Social Movements. 2015.

Additional readings (not required)

®  Yashar, Deborah. 1998. Contesting citizenship. Indigenous movements and democracy in Latin America. Comparative Politics

31(1), 1998: 23-42.

**NO CLASS ON NOVEMBER 28 — THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY**

Class 25: Civilian Resistance and High-Risk Collective Action in Repressive Settings
December 3, Tuesday

® Zulver, Julia. High Risk Feminism in El Salvador: Women’s Mobilisation in Violent Times. Gender and
Development 24(2), 2016: 171-185.

Class 26: Globalization and the Future of Comparative Politics
December 5, Thursday

® O.Neil, Patrick., Karl Fields, and Don Share. In Cases and Concepts in Comparative Politics. W.W.
Norton & Company. 2021: 690-707.

Class 27: Wrap up and Concluding Remarks
December 10, Tuesday

Class 28: In-Class Final Essay (25 points)

December 12, Thursday
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